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Our Mission of Time and Talent
The goal of this publication is to provide ways to grow our relationship with Jesus Christ and gain a
deeper appreciation for the Body of Christ which is His Church. From the perspective of stewardship,
this is the “Time that can be devoted each day, week, and month to become more engaged with our
Lord. We also want to keep you informed about what is happening with stewardship in our parish.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul by Ana Pedersen
!
For the past three years, I have been the
saint St. Vincent de Paul said “the poor are our
president of the Society of St Vincent de Paul
masters” and to serve them is to serve Jesus.
conference here at St Andrew. To be honest I
There are many forms of charity and no work of
did not know much about the society, who they
charity is foreign to the society. Every
were or what kind of ministry it was. Truly just
conference strives to meet the needs of each
like many people, my earliest recollection of the
community it serves. Some of the most common
society was seeing a
needs across the country are lowcouple of collection bins
cost housing, rent/mortgage
outside Our Lady of
assistance, food programs, and
Never worry about the
Fatima church parking lot
numbers. Help one person at shelter; yet there are many other
back in Pittsburgh. We
needs that the society seeks to
a time and always start with
used to leave clothing and
relieve as well.
the person nearest to you shoes in those bins, but I
!
Here locally we provide
Blessed
Mother
Teresa
do not recall the ministry
help with rent, the need is great
being present in our
yet we can only help one family at
church at that time. If I ask
a time. Mother Teresa said, “Never
people, what they know
worry about numbers. Help one
about St. Vincent de Paul
person at a time and always start
Society most would answer me they know about
with the person nearest to you”. Over the last
the thrift stores but nothing else. A few weeks
three years, we have given more than $75,000
before I became president I had the chance to
in assistance that is a lot of money; yet I tell you
learn more about the many works of service the
money is not what counts but the love, kindness
society has been providing to many
and compassion that have been handed to all
communities all over the world, to be exact
who have cried for help. For charity is not about
around 146 countries. For a hundred and eighty
giving money it is about love, listening to those
years, the society has been providing
who hunger for love, comforting them in their
assistance to those in need on a person-toaffliction, reaching out for those who are
person basis. Some 12 million people are
destitute.
helped thru the society annually in the United
!
Over the past three years I have learned
States.
many things by being president of the society
!
The Society has two goals: the spiritual
but one thing is very clear to me I must
growth of its members through the service to the
surrender myself to God for his plans to be
poor and to relieve their suffering. Our patron
accomplished, for nothing can be accomplished
without God.
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul (continued from page 1)
!
If you would like to learn more about
the society and its works go to our national
website www.svdp.org or better yet talk to
one of the members of the conference here
at St Andrew they will be happy to share with
you their experiences and how many graces
they have received thru this ministry. You
can always reach us by phone at
253-863-4394.
Thanks for your support!
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My First Altar Society Picnic by Traci Franz (Photos courtesy of Mary Anne Moeller)
!
This is my first year in Altar Society. I
didn’t really know what the Altar Society did
before now. It is a special ministry that attends
to the care of the altar and vestments. We also
provide the altar linens, flowers, candles, and
sacred vessels. This is a very special group of
ladies that meet at noon on the second
Thursday of the month or at 6:30 pm on the
third Tuesday of the
month. A light meal and
dessert is served at both
meetings. All women of
the parish are invited to
join the Altar Society.

!
I feel very blessed to be part of such a
lovely, caring, and giving group of women. I
would encourage all women of the parish to try
either the daytime or the evening Altar Society
meetings and see what awesome projects we
have planned for the year.
!

!
This summer I
attended my first Altar
Society summer picnic. It
was so much fun! Rose
Bresina opened up her
beautiful home on Lake
Tapps for us and we had a
wonderful salad and
dessert potluck. The
weather was exceptional
—not too hot and not too
cold. We were able to sit
out on Rose’s patio and
visit and get to know one
another. We started by
introducing ourselves and
shared the different
ministries we participated
in. What a lesson in
Stewardship! It seemed
that everyone was in at
least one other ministry
and the newest members
to St. Andrew’s parish
were looking for new
ministries to join.
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Altar Society Picnic (Continued)
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Relay for Life - Andy’s Saints by Kat Keifer

!
Andy's Saints Relay for Life team would
like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all that
participated in the Relay For Life through their
gifts of time (walking for our team), talent
(prayers) and/or treasure (donations). This
parish family is AMAZING and we
were BLESSED to experience it first hand with
all who stepped up to make this year's Relay so
successful. Relay for Life is an American
Cancer Society event which raises money to
help fund cancer research and programs for
cancer patients. This year's Relay for Life of
Sumner had 46 teams raising a total of over
$121,000!! Our team was 3rd place in
fundraising, with over $9,500 raised towards the
fight against cancer. And we had more than 55

walkers from our parish family on the track
throughout the event.
!
Our team walks every year to honor the
memory of those who have lost the fight against
cancer, those who can't walk, those who have
survived cancer, and those who are still in the
fight. This year we had the privilege to walk in
honor of two St Andrew parishioners, Lea Raffle
and Andrew Keifer, as they currently battle
cancer. Please continue to keep them, their
families, and all those battling cancer in your
prayers!
!
Thank you again to the wonderful
community at St. Andrew Parish!
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Truth in Headlines? by Ana Pedersen
!
From the beginning of his pontificate,
Pope Francis has been at the forefront of the
secular media. His interviews, homilies, letters
have been used for making sensational
headlines distorting the truth of what he says.
Truth guards against misinterpretation and
deception, intentional misleading it is a failure to
justice and charity says the Catechism of the
Catholic Church CCC (2475-2486).
!
Our faith demands of us to remain
truthful, not only that we speak the truth but that
we have faith in the truth. As Catholics, we
should when we hear or read of these
sensational headlines sort out the truth of what
is being claimed; one must look to answer the
following questions: who is making the claim?
Where does the source come from? What is the
purpose of their claim?
!
The media’s responsibility is to inform
their readers or viewers, foster knowledge and
understanding of the issues in society without
distorting truth. When our friends tell us of some
surprising news, we normally ask who told you
so, right. We want to know how do they know,
where did they hear the news, especially if the
news affects us. Well the same principal applies
when we read or hear news by the media.
!
If you want to know the truth go for the
source, if you want to know what the Pope
really said make sure you go to the Vatican
website http://www.news.va/en here you will
find the latest on the Pope including complete
text of anything he says or writes. Another good
source is http://www.ewtnnews.com/ not only
will you find the latest news about the Pope but
also the U.S. and around the globe catholic
news. There are a few other websites you can
rely on for getting catholic news http://
www.ncregister.com/, http://
www.catholicnewsagency.com/, http://
www.catholicculture.org/news/, and http://
www.zenit.org/en. All of these websites provide
truthful information and service to their readers.

!
While we are most likely to hear news
from our local newscast, we have to remember
that some resort to make sensational news with
the purpose increasing their viewing audience.
The quest for ratings in the media has
transformed the way we hear the news.
Following an ideological agenda has its
consequences on reporting actual facts for
these are compromised for the sake of attaining
their goal. One thing we need to have in mind is
that many people think of the Catholic Church
as an institution rather than as the body of
Christ.
!
With that in mind, many reporting
agencies do not know the Church, do not
understand it and their only intent is to discredit
the church and manipulate the truth. Each one
of us is responsible for what we consume that
includes what we view or read. The catechism
calls us to be vigilant consumers, to demand
information based on the truth. If you want to be
informed with the truth and keep away the
harmful influences of misleading information,
question everything you hear in the secular
media, take it with a grain of salt.
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Finding History by John and Patricia Mergens
!
We took our 4 week road trip in May
2012 to watch our granddaughter graduate in
Hopkinsville, Ky.,
and to do some
history hunting in
that part of the
country that we
could add to our
family trees. We
were lucky
enough to do both
and visit
interesting
churches and
cemeteries along
the way.

!
Marystown, Minnesota was the place
where John’s Great Great Grandfather settled
there when he
immigrated from
Germany. The town
was named after the
Mary and the church
was named St. Mary of
the Purification. It was
established in 1855.
The cemetery is
behind the church.
!
In Austin,
Minnesota we visited
the Calvary Cemetery
where John’s Maternal
Great Great
Grandparents McBride, are buried. It is a large
monument type with the Names of his Great
Great Grand parents and 2 of their children
buried there.

!
First on our
quest was in Jamestown North Dakota. The St
James Basilica sounded so interesting in the
guide book we wanted to attend Mass there on
Sunday morning. We were not disappointed.
!
The next stop was in Wimbledon, ND. St.
Boniface church where John’s Mother, Beth
McBride, made her first communion in 1904.
Her father was a wheat grain buyer. The railroad
there was the main transportation because the
road in stopped at the end of town.
!
Shakopee, Minnesota was next. John’s
grandparents were married there in February of
1892 at St. Mark’s Church. The Shakopee
Cemetery has a section where the Mergens’
were buried. We got pictures there.

!
We arrived at our destination in
Hopkinsville, KY for the graduation on May 25th.
On Sunday we attended Mass at St. Peter and
Paul Roman Catholic Church. It was beautiful
for a smaller town.
!
After some searching we found the Goss
cemetery in Phelps, Missouri where Pat’s Great
Great Grandfather was buried.
!
One of the most impressive churches
was in Butte, MT.

Share your story: If you have a story of a trip that in some way relates to stewardship (time or
talent), please send to robertdhon@gmail.com via email only. I also would like to have pictures to
supplement the article. I will try to piece it into the next stewardship newsletter.
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Festival of the Dedication by Shelly Sosa
!
This year's Festival of the Dedication
was quite a celebration, Catholics having fun
together for all of Sumner to see (or at least
those who drove by). It was a Men's Club
hotdog, Mexican deliciousness, meets Hawaiian
yummyness extravaganza . The parishioners
who came out in droves out did themselves this
year with an amazing amount of potluck
participation. This writer has to admit to more
than two plates....okay maybe even four...(but I
was there all day in the Stewardship booth) just
to sample a small portion of what was offered.

!
How much fun did the children have?
There was face painting, horse rides, jumpy
things, BINGO! Races of all sorts, and a soccer
challenge just to name a few of the games that
were available. A lot of families hanging out in
the lines for the bounce houses, or horse rides,
either reconnecting with each other after a
summer off of faith formation, or meeting new
families who have recently joined the parish,
talking and enjoying one another and the
fellowship that an event like the Festival brings.
Popcorn!
!
I love it when we all get together - all of
us different, yet with the same spiritual

commonality, because we all BELONG here.
It's not often that we are able to gather so many
parishioner families together because of our
current space constraints, and the next time we
will be able to accomplish anything close to the
Festival attendance is when we attend the
Men's Club Turkey Bingo in November at the
Junior High.
!
There were quite a few wonderful
ministries at St. Andrew represented in the
booths at the Festival ready to answer
questions, and get the word out
about upcoming events or recent
happenings that they have been
involved with, in order to educate
and hopefully get others interested
to find out more and perhaps join
the group. If you missed the
booths, or you stopped by a booth
and have more questions
regarding a particular ministry
please remember to check out the
website at
www.standrewsumner.org - it's a
great starting place for information.
!
I love watching Father Jack
wander from family to family
talking in the informal setting of the
picnic, yummy plate of food to yet
another, smiling and happy and
watching the kids come up to hug
him or show him something or to ask him to
watch them in the next race! People more at
ease in such a setting, learning a little bit more
about their pastor and their brothers and sisters
that they may usually only see at a Sunday
Mass, and belonging a little more to St. Andrew.
!
The leaves are falling and the rain is
already here, the summer is over, but the
church grounds, crowded and alive with
parishioners celebrating the Dedication of St.
Andrew is one of the last memories of the
summer for me. Now I can't wait for Turkey
Bingo.
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