S T . A NDREW C ATHOLIC C HURCH

P ARISH S TEWARDSHIP
V OLUME 1,

ISSUE

3

F EBRUARY 1, 2013

Our Mission of Time and Talent
The goal of this publication is to provide ways to grow our relationship with Jesus Christ and gain a deeper appreciation for
the Body of Christ which is His Church. From the perspective of stewardship, this is the “Time” that can be devoted each day,
week, and month to become more engaged with our Lord. We also want to keep you informed about what is happening with
stewardship in our parish.

Never Alone by Traci Franz
A few weeks ago I was sitting in the
church waiting for Mass to start and
feeling alone. You see, my daughter
had just left to go back to college and
my brother and his family were going
to attend another Mass due to other
obligations. I was looking around and I
saw many people I knew. There were
several people I met through RCIA,
there were members of the Stewardship commission, several of the ladies
from my small Christian community
and ladies from Evening Altar Society
and the Prayer Shawl Ministry. All of
a sudden it dawned on me that I wasn’t
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alone at all. I was with my Catholic
family and because I was part of ministries here at St. Andrew I have wonderful relationships with so many people.
It wasn’t easy for me to join the ministries because I am a shy person. I prefer to stay in the background. I still
have some trepidation when I go to
meetings, but I have found that we
have a wonderful and welcoming community and my fears are unwarranted.
God is always with me to hold my
hand just like He was in church with
me when I felt alone. He showed me

that I was part of a wonderful parish
and I am never alone.
If you don’t belong to a ministry or
small Christian community, I encourage you to find one that is right for
you. There are so many to choose
from. The Bulletin and website

He showed me that I was
part of a wonderful parish
and I am never alone.
(Continued on page 5)

by Ana Pederson

Have you ever seen the look of despair
in the eyes of people? Were you able
to able to comfort them? We Vincentians have seen the look of despair and
heard the burdens many bear from the
people we serve. When people are in
despair it is difficult to think of anything else but the crisis at hand. The
job of Vincentians is to bring hope and
light to those whose burden is heavy.
Vincentians mission is to bring the
spirit of Jesus Christ to the poor yet
there are a few instances when even in
the midst of their afflictions those we
serve can be a model for us to follow.
A few weeks ago, we visited a single
mom who is suffering with cancer and

is receiving chemotherapy. The side
effects from the treatment can be severe and debilitating. Such is the case
with this mom that she finds herself
unable to work. Through no fault of
her own, she is unable to provide for
her basic needs, and the needs of her
children, like pay for rent, utilities or
food.
During our visit, she talked about how
hard the past six months had been but
there was something she said that was
remarkable. She said that maybe God
was using her to show other people
they can be strong in spite of their sufferings; that no matter what you are
going through you can find the
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strength to keep going. Over the
years, she has suffered other illnesses
that have tested her perseverance, and
her faith. Through her suffering, she
has felt God’s tender love through the
support of her family, coworkers, and
us Vincentians who came to her aid.
Once more, the work of our ministry
has been beneficial not just for this
mom but also for many other people
who have come to us for help. Over
the past year, the society of St Vincent
de Paul was able to help 128 families,
381 people and gave $29,821.00 in
(Continued on page 2)

Book Review “Rediscover Catholicism” by Shelly Sosa
I had seen several people with the book
Rediscover Catholicism over a short
period of time, and I became curious
about why they were reading it. Several people told me their Small Christian Communities were reading it together. Others said they were reading
it as part of their own journey in this
Year of Faith. Whatever their reason
for reading the book, everyone gave it
an incredible review. That was enough
for me – I went to the parish office and
got one for myself for only $5. The
first comment I will make is that this
book is very straight forward, easy to
read and to understand. Matthew
Kelly is a wonderful communicator
and when you read this book, you will
not only agree with this statement,
but you will wish every Catholic

Gospel at all times, and only when
necessary use words." Mr. Kelly believes each of us plays a role in the imI have become increasingly anxious
provement of the Catholic Church.
about the way our Catholic faith is
He's right. Using the example of sevdepicted in the world
eral saints, Mr. Kelly
by the media and othdemonstrates our goal
Holiness
isn’t
just
for
the
ers. It is very frustratneeds to be selfsaints, priests, and
ing to not have the
improvement and bewords and knowledge
nuns……it’s God’s call- coming the best version
necessary to defend our
ing for all of us!
of ourselves and the
belief. Mr. Kelly gives
Church provides a spiriyou the tools that will
tual vehicle for that journey.
empower you to makes changes in
your own life and those changes will
I could find lots of little snippets from
allow others to see through your own
this book that got my attention, and
example the beauty of our faith.
here are just a few that spoke to
me…….”We know the just
I appreciated the emphasis the author
path….even when we do not choose
puts on the world needing examples of
authentic Catholic life. I love the St.
(Continued on page 6)
Francis of Assisi quote: "Preach the
you know would pick up a copy
and read it.

Andy’s Saints by Rose Bersina
St. Andrew parish and our team can be
very proud of our contribution to Relay
for Life for the 2012 year. Through all of
our efforts, we were able to provide over
$8,200 to the American Cancer Society for
its goals of research, education,
and patient services. Our
team, Andy’s
Saints, is well recognized and appreciated in the
community for its
participation and
support in this
event. This year we had over 20 team
members who were capably guided by our
dedicated and hard working cocaptains: Mary K. Garon, Lisa Johnson,
and Linda & Robert Lane. Cancer impacts
many people in the US, and many of these

people are within our own community as
well as in our parish. Each year our team
selects members of our parish community to
whom we dedicate our efforts, and this year
long-time parishioners, Jim Tracy and Jan
Sugue were
honored. Participation in
Relay not only
provides monetary support to
the American
Cancer Society,
but also provides
camaraderie and
support among
parishioners, especially those battling cancer. We are always encouraging others to
participate with our team, so look for our
announcements in the parish bulletin, and
join us in a very worthwhile community
event.
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assistance. No work of our ministry
could have been possible without
God’s grace and blessings, we are so
grateful for all He has done for us. We
also give thanks to all of you who supported us with your donations and
prayers. Your support is vital to our
ministry and those who are struggling
in the brink of losing their homes just
like the mom we visited.

Our Lady of Guadalupe by Ana Pederson
For many Catholics in the United
States December 12 is just another day
but for our Hispanic community here
at St Andrew’s it is a very important
day. This day we celebrate the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. This year’s
celebration started one week before by
gathering to pray a novena in honor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, and to ask our
mother for her intercession and many
blessings not just for us Hispanics but
for our American brothers and sisters
as well.
The Guadalupe Celebration began with
a serenade of the traditional Mañanitas
to our “Morenita” by the Mariachi of
the Americas at 5:00am through
8:00am. There was Mexican bread and
hot chocolate served to all who were
present. Then at 5:30 pm, there was
the traditional procession that started
from Loyalty Park and ended at St Andrew’s church. Through the procession
men carried the image of Our Lady
accompanied by her loyal guards the
Knights of Columbus fourth degree
guard, led by our pastor Father Jack
and followed by pilgrims singing
Marian songs. Also in the procession
were the Aztecs dancers wearing their

colorful costumes that prior to the
beginning of Mass at 7:00pm danced to
the rhythm of the drums. During the
homily, Father Jack talked about Our
Lady of Guadalupe’s message of faith
and how she is not only mother of the
people of Mexico but also mother of
the America’s. He talked abut how it
was through Mary that millions of
Mexican natives had converted in just a

few years after her apparition. Father
also mentioned that we need to listen
to her message for it is through her
message of hope and faith that leads us
to her son our Lord Jesus.
After Mass, everyone was invited to a
feast that included traditional Mexican
food such as pozole, rice, frijoles, hot
chocolate and a selection of soft drinks.
During the dinner, the crowd was entertained by folk dances performed by
a group of Hispanic parishioners.
This celebration was marked by a year
of preparation from our Hispanic leadership groups with the assistance of
Father Jack Shrum. This year however
there was a special invitation made to
the American community to participate in the festivities; including an invitation to the youth group to participate
in the Aztec dances. A special thanks to
the first parishioners who started the
tradition of celebrating our mother
Mary back in the 80’s here at St. Andrew’s and to all who made this occasion a joyous and memorable one.
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George Josten IV by Shelly Sosa
What an amazing steward we have in
this man who is so generous with his
time and talent. There is a lot more
color in our Church thanks to George
Josten. This writer has to admit that
she was a little freaked out when she
heard that the church was being
painted dark blue and gold – and could
not even imagine it, but as George
Josten said to everyone….”We’ve got
this (meaning Father Jack, his father
George and himself) and we know
what we are doing”. That was an understatement! Teaming up with Gonzalez Painting from Tacoma, George
and his dad coordinated the color
schemes and where the color and design would be placed. Who doesn’t
love a man who actually finds painting
relaxing, enjoys it and does an EXCELLENT job. It’s even
better than the friend
who loves to help
you move! When I
heard that he was
going to paint the
walls red behind the
Stations of the Cross
and the Statues, I
didn’t even blink – so
sure it would be the
perfect
choice…..and it was!

a difference.” He enjoys working to
maintain our buildings and can usually
be found on a Tuesday or a Friday in
the winter painting just about anywhere on our grounds. George
would rather be painting than attending a meeting, and wanders through all
of our buildings painting, performing
facility maintenance, and sprucing up
areas wherever he can. George says
he enjoys the silence and time with
Jesus as he paints. George loves our
Church and the buildings that house
us.
In addition to painting and facility
maintenance, George hung the new
light in the sanctuary last year. George
also likes to be known as a Eucharistic
Minister and a Sacristan. He has
served on Parish Council and has been

logo for the family business is the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Who doesn’t
want that parked right outside their
house? “St Andrew parishioners are
so great they are worth working for or
with”. George is thankful to everyone
who has put their faith in him.
Under the radar is where George is
most comfortable. When I asked him
if he had a photo for this article he instantly said that he had a great one –
this is four generations of George Jostens…they call the little guy G6 for
short– Janet and George’s first grandson! George and his family consider
St. Andrew their “home”. Lucky us!

Originally from the
Midwest, George has
been in the Puyallup
area since he was 20.
He was a member of
All Saints for years
and met his wife
Janet there at an active young adult
The Jostens (from left to right) George VI, George III, George IV, and George V
group that was going
strong at that time.
About the time our new Church was
involved with Faith Formation and
being built, George and Janet and their Evenings for the Engaged with his wife
4 children moved to Sumner and beJanet, to name just a few hats he has
came members here at St. Andrew.
worn in the past at All Saints.
We are very blessed to have him at
our parish and as George puts it…. “
assisting wherever I can to make

George has also painted many St. Andrew parishioner’s homes as well. The

Page 4

For more information about becoming involved in parish activities visit our website or call
one of our ministry leads listed in the bulletin which is also available on our website.
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Upcoming Events

February
February 2—Men's Club Hawaiian Luau
February 2—Kid’s fishing day
February 12— Mardi Gras
February 13—Ash Wednesday
Feb 13-Mar 24—40 Days for Life spring campaign

February 19—School of Healing Prayer
March
March 3— Newcomer’s Brunch
March 9-14 Fr. Antonius Wall mission
March 16—School of Healing Prayer

March 31—Easter

April
April 20—School of Healing Prayer

Special dates: Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent at
6:30 with soup supper 45 minutes prior

March 28— 7pm Holy Thursday
March 29—7pm Good Friday
March 30—8:30pm Easter Vigil

Book review (Continued from page 2)

it.” Change “If you want your future
to be different from your past there is
only one way….change your habits.”
Friends “If you want a litmus test for
choosing friends, use this question:
Will spending time with this person
make me a better person? “

to start somewhere. Holiness isn’t just
for the saints, priests, and nuns……
it’s God’s calling for all of us!
I encourage every family at St. Andrew
to go to the office, spend the $5 and
begin a new journey in this Year of
Faith.

Lead by example – it all comes down
to that, focus on becoming the best
version of yourself, to live out the call
to holiness which God extends to each
of us. I was telling Father Jack a story
about something that had happened to
me and he remarked that it sounded
like something a saint would have done
– I immediately said “well I am no
saint”…..Father Jack just raised those
eyebrows. I guess even the saints had

Never Alone (Continued from page 1)

(http://www.standrewsumner.org)
are great resources. You can also contact any of the members on the Stewardship Commission. They would be
glad to assist you.
Now when I go to church, I KNOW
that I am not alone. My St. Andrew’s
family is present and more importantly
God is always there.

Do you like what you see or have suggestions for improvements or content? Please email feedback to Stewardship@standrewsumner.org
We also encourage you to forward this publication to your friends here at St. Andrew. Our goal is to send out this publication on a quarterly basis to our email distribution list.
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